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Then they will return with shame
To the place from which they came,
And the blood thus shed will speak
In hot blushes on their cheek.
Rise like Lions after slumber
In unvanquishable number—
Shake your chains to earth like dew
Which in sleep had fallen on you—
Ye are many—they are few.
Mechanical Warfare and Non-violence
"It has been objected, however," said Gandhiji3 "that
non-violence is all right in the case of the Jews because
there is personal contact between the individual and his
persecutors, but in China Japan comes with its long-range
guns and aeroplanes. The person who rains death from
above has never any chance of even knowing who and how
many he has killed. How can non-violence combat aerial
warfare, seeing that there are no personal contacts? The
reply to this is that behind the death-dealing bomb there
is the human hand that releases it, and behind that still
is the human heart that sets the hand in motion. And at
the back of the policy of terrorism is the assumption that
terrorism if applied in a sufficient measure will produce
the desired result, namely, bend the adversary to the
tyrant's will. But supposing a people make up their mind
that they will never do the tyrant's will, nor retaliate with
the tyrant's own methods, the tyrant will not find it worth
his while to go on with his terrorism. If sufficient food is
given to the tyrant, a time will come when he will have had
more than surfeit. If all the mice in the world held con-
ference together and resolved that they would no more
fear the cat but all run into her mouth, the mice would
live. I have actually seen a cat play with a mouse. She did
not kill it outright but held it between her jaws, then releas-
ed it, and again pounced upon it as soon as it made an
ejffbrt to escape. In the end the mouse died out of sheer fright.
The cat would have derived no sport, if the mouse had not
tried to run away. I learnt the lesson of non-violence from

